
Willard PTO Meeting
Monday, December 6th, 2021, 7pm

via Zoom, per Pandemic Regulations 
 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3542037976?pwd=VGlJMFVSeU5jUnVXb2tQRVgxOEpIQT09

Meeting ID: 354 203 7976
Passcode: 406490

1. Call to Order. Meeting called to order at 1906

2. Report: Superintendent (Dr. Ed Condon) via Ms. Wood 
Dr. Condon could not make the meeting but notes per Ms. Wood.
Reminder about the 2nd covid shot clinic for 5-11 year olds this Friday. (Ms. Wood
praised the staff from Jewel Osco). It is not necessary to register for the 2nd appt, your 2nd

shot is automatically scheduled at the same time as your first shot. If you were in the last
time group, feel free to show up to the hour earlier time slot.
COW meeting was held and included financial projections and a plan to include students
in their learning process and provide them with a forum to lend their voice. This will
speak to a student’s experience in the classroom and give them a way to verbalize their
experiences going forward.
Inclement weather planning is taking place in
regards to having an elearning plan in place so
we can easily pivot in the case of bad weather
so we do not need to add on days at the end of
the year.
Winter break is 12/20-12/31.
Stephanie was excited about students getting to
add their voices to the planning and learning
process.

3. Report: Principal (Diane Wood and Christine Gerges)
Seats in the classrooms have been moved so
that all students are facing forward. Willard is



closely monitoring covid cases in the district
and chose to do this extra step just as an extra
mitigating factor. Students have always been 6ft
apart, this is just an added boundary before
winter break.
Ms. Wood reminded us that vaccines do not
make the students completely immune so we will continue to err on the side of

caution in
keeping COVID and other viruses at bay.
Winter parties will move forward and they will
be structured similar to the Halloween party.
Ms. Wood requested that we remind Room
Parents that they have signed up and ask them
to reach out to teachers for the parties.
Stephanie requested a list of the teachers
that have not been contacted by room parents so
that we can contact them individually. If
teachers have trouble reaching Room Parents
the PTO can help out directly.
Extra curriculars are going well. Band and
orchestra is taking place. There is no winter
concert, but Ms. Beck is sending out little
snippets and videos of students singing and
taking part in music class.

4. Report: Presidents (Stephanie VanDerSchie and Anna Parks) 
There have been several fundraisers that have raised money for the PTO – these included
a wine event, a restaurant night at Lou Malnati’s and an upcoming bagel event.
In the spring, Stephanie would like to do a virtual version of Big Hearts Little Hands to
keep it relevant and in everyone’s thoughts. Perhaps students can prepare something to be
sent to local senior homes and maybe create a video of 1st graders singing for the local
seniors to view and enjoy. Ms. Wood will bring this up at the Building Leadership
Meeting. Perhaps students can do individual art work on video or even little speaking
snippets on camera.
Would also like to do a Spring fundraiser.

5. Report: Secretary (Erin Llanes) 
Minutes from November have been sent out, no
corrections were received.
Stephanie moved to approve the minutes, Carrie
seconded.

6. Report: Treasurer (Carrie Ryan and Ursula Canli)
Taxes were filed. We do not owe money but we
still need to file. In the first half of the



year, a form needs to be filed with the Illinois
Attorney General. There are no fees but
several in depth reports do need to be filled out
and filed. In the spring, there is some
filing with the Secretary of State. These three
forms need to be filed every year.
Carrie is writing up a guide for the future
Treasurers to use.

7. Report: Vice President of Volunteers (Rachel Dardis)
A note was sent out for Room Parents to start
collecting money for teacher gifts and to
contact the teachers regarding help with winter
parties.

8. Report: Vice Presidents of Technology (Ginny Sara)
RevTrak has probably not been updating the
new families so perhaps that is why some
parents have not been notified about several
activities, etc. Ginny is going to work on
uploading the information herself.

9.  Report: Vice President of Communications (Gretchen Radach)
No report.

10. Report: School Board Liaison (Katie Avalos)
No report

11.  Committee Reports

Please provide a brief update (no longer than five minutes) for the following committees:

● Chess Club (Clelita Mathole)
Coming after holiday break. It will be held inside instead of virtual. There will be

strict rules about how many students can take part and they will have to follow school rules
regarding masking and social distancing.

● Kindly Wizards (Madeline Weldon-Linne)
Beyond Hunger project yielded 65 beautiful cards and these will be put in the gift baskets that
are sent home with families.
Kindly Wizards teamed up with #saveourseas and raised money for Ocean Conservation.
Madeline would like to explore the safety of Kindly Wizards meeting in person. Ms Wood said
this could be possible but we would have to limit participation which is difficult for a charitable
club.



● Yoga (Kelsey Wilson)
No updates but have not heard anything but positive feedback.

● Fun Lunch (Ellen Douglas)
A couple changes. Several restaurants have been removed including Corner Bakery. Some
options have been removed because there were so many choices. Soup and yogurt are removed
because they did not stay the correct temperature. Marla was very easy to work with in this
regard.

● Spirit Wear (Kimberly Hlavin)
Spirit Wear popup will occur after winter break but we are not sure of the date.

● Legacy Sports (Colette Basil)
Second round is going well and the kids love it. It is taking place in the school. Ms. Wood says it
has been going fine, no issues.

● STEAM (Erin Llanes and Kay Brown)
Will proceed with a virtual event. Four small projects will be held on video through zoom, this
should last about an hour. We are still in the planning stages but we will structure similar to last
year where kits were put together and families would sign up on RevTak ahead of the event and
pick up their kits at the school. Stephanie suggested raising the price to $10 per student or
perhaps per family. After the break, we will make a note in the Wizard Weekly and also set up a
RevTrak with Ginny. We will contact Ms. Cranell for any input she could provide.

● Hospitality (Anne Mastropietro)
Ms. Wood shared that the hospitality dinner was beautiful and felt very special. The PTO
members set up tables with tablecloths and flowers and looked so nice.

12.  Old News
Students can pick up lost items back at the Lost
and Find area.
Are we still receiving yearbooks? They are
currently in printing mode and should still be
coming. Families who are no longer at Willard
will have their yearbooks hand delivered or sent
to them. Refunds can also be issued but this
seems unnecessary at this point. Stephanie does
believe we will still see the yearbook before the
end of the year.

13.  New Business
Kindergarten information night will still be
virtual.



14.  Public Comment

15.  Adjournment at 7:46

*** Next meeting: January 5th, 0845 ***


