
Willard PTO Meeting
Monday, November 7th, 2022, 8:45am

In-Person, Willard Teachers’ Lounge

1. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 0845

2. Report: Superintendent (Dr. Ed Condon)

Congrats on the many PTO activities we have done so far this year.

Illinois school report cards were released. We have one school designated as exemplary and it is

wonderful to see our schools recognized for the hard work we do.

Full day kindergarten review continues. Working groups have been established on 5-6 di�erent topics.

There will be a forum at the Dec COW meeting. At the Dec board meeting there is time set aside for

discussions to continue and works towards a recommendation.

D90 is establishing a new Facebook parent group. Thank you to Dawne for her help with this . This

will be a place that will be giving information, communicating with transparency, and will be

moderated in a way where the district can answer questions and squash rumors. The current Facebook

groups are not a�liated with d90 in any o�cial capacity. We would like to have a place to release o�cial

statements and policies for example directly from administrators and teachers.

Anna commented that it would be nice to have a spot where we could give information on the schools

and town to prospective families looking for a place to move to.

Q: How would opening up the page to River Forest residents help draw in new families? A: Anna

shared a personal story where she tried to �nd information on the town and school before moving here

and wasn’t able to �nd much personal input on line.



A discusssion continued on how to distinguish a new facebook page from the one that already exists.

What is the purpose of the group? What are we trying to accomplish that isn’t already being covered

somewhere else? This process is in its initial phases and there is a lot of discussion to be continued

around who will be posting, what info is being shared, who is moderating, etc.

Diane spoke about di�erentiating between our instagram account, our D90 page which is open to

everyone, and this new Facebook group. She also commented that we keep in mind how much

information we can share while still maintaining student privacy, including pictures.

Dr. Condon continued with commenting on the health status of our schools. We are seeing some strep

and RSV and very few cases of COVID. Anna asked whether masks are being suggested to those kids

who have signs of a cold? The short answer is no but there is some leeway with the nurses where maybe

they could suggest a mask if the parents agreed.

3. Report: Principal (Diane Wood and Christine Gerges)

Town Hall: It is book fair time. Kids are making wish lists, teachers have wish lists. The Book

Fair drums up excitement for reading so it is a fun and enriching time for sta� and students.

This is our �rst in person book fair since 2019 and it is separate from family reading night so it

will be interesting to see how much interest we have compared to recent on line book fairs and

past book fairs that were combined with Family Reading Night. A Sign up genius is live

looking for volunteers so please volunteer if you have even a half hour or so of time.

Halloween: The activities brought excitement and room parents planned wonderful parties

and gave of their time. This is the �rst time we have had the parade since 2019  and families were

present, excited, and some followed along the trail.

Two items: 1. Please let room parents know that they should bring all supplies with them or if they do

need supplies from the school, please communicate that before the day of the party so it can be ready

for them. 2. There is a parent survey asking for interest in making Halloween a half day of school. Be

assured that if we do have a half day, we will still have a celebration, it will just be in the morning.



Parent teacher conferences are this week, the sign up genius was used this year to help

distinguish between zoom and in person. The site looked amazing! Thanks Ms. Georges! Anna shared

that dinner will be served.

Topic: STEAM/science fair. How are we running that this year? Discussion on how the night has

progressed over the years. Diane shared that sta� (Ms. Parker, Ms. Crannell, Ms. Castillo) is willing to

help and perhaps run di�erent stations. When moving forward and deciding whether to separate the

two activities we also have to consider volunteers. This discussion will continue.

Planning is also ongoing for Family Reading Night.

For November the month of Gratitude, Diane is thankful for the PTO and the Willard community. Ed

commented that the Willard PTO leadership has been very thoughtful about considering past activities

and being mindful about which nights to reinstate and how to do so in an impactful way.

4. Report: Presidents (Anna Parks and Megan Seliga)

There is a meeting beween Lincoln and Roosevelt PTO presidents upcoming to discuss how

they can work together better in the future. Anna would also like to have a full D90 end of year

celebration and continue to encourage collaboration between the 3 schools.

5. Report: Secretary (Erin Llanes)

Anna made a motion to approve October minutes, Christine seconded.

Thank you for sending updates prior to the meetings.

6. Report: Treasurer (Ursula Canli), via Anna

Anna is working with Ursula for a midyear earnings report.

7. Report: Vice President of Volunteers (Rachel Dardis), via Anna

A sign up genius is being created for all open positions going forward this year and will be sent

out to ask for volunteers and chairs for several key events, including STEAM night.

8. Report: Vice Presidents of Technology (Virginia Sara), copied and pasted from email

I don't have much for updates. The Turkey fundraising is going through RevTrak. I need to give

Meredith a login to check reports. I will do that this week.



9. Report: Vice President of Communications (Gretchen Radach, Hadley Lewno, Nikki

Kidd(website specialist)  & Laura Ri�)

The website is only as good as the information Nikki has, so please forward any current info

and dates or new info on activities to her directly. NIkki has been working on updating Willard school

events and each event has a link with information on the event, the chairs, and the date it will be held.

As new information is reported to her, Nikki updates the links.

There were many comments on the how much we love the new additions to the site and what a

di�erence Nikki has already made. Thank you Nikki! A suggestion to include links for current or

upcoming events in Weekly so the Willard community, who may not know of the updates being made

to the website, can be directed to it.

10. Report: School Board Liaison (no rep at this time)

No update

11. Committee Reports

Please provide a brief update (no longer than �ve minutes) for the following committees:

Fun Lunch (Courtney Skelton), copied and pasted from email

I'm looking into a few new vendors for the spring - Chick-fil-A, Chipotle, and Noodles &

Company. And I'm open to others if anyone has suggestions! Ideally, I'd like to keep the three we have (Jim

& Pete's (pizza), Jimmy John's and Buona) and add a few others to have more variety. I've not made

much progress on these three new ones but I'd like to have the menus and calendar set by the end of the

month/early December, so we can open the ordering mid-December. That will give everyone around a

month to order, which I think will be good since it's the busy holiday season and this will be easy to forget.

The first lunch for the spring is January 27, so we'll run orders through January 18th/19th. We'll also

need to do another volunteer sign-up, which can perhaps be announced in the Wizard Weekly on January

15th.

Spirit Wear/Community Fundraising (Meredith Maienza), via Anna

We have made $273 in the commission from Spiritwear



There is a Turkey Scavenger Hunt fundraiser ongoing that is similar to the Spring

�ower scavenger hunt we held last year.

A thought: include the coloring page on the updated website to be downloaded and

printed

Hospitality(conferences), (Anne Mastropietro), copied and pasted from email

The Hospitality Committee will be hosting dinner for teacher conferences this week. I’m

ordering from Currito for the first dinner and tbd for the second.

I have no other committee members - hoping we can do a volunteer drive for all

committees soon. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Note: Anna send an email to Anne about a possible committee member.

Green4Good (Lindsay McIntyre), copied and pasted from text

(Diane commented that the Student G4G club is up and running. Right now they are

recycling crayons.)

- Pumpkin smash went great. More than 1000 collected!

- Received a big bag of costumes for next year (will be stored in the attic)

Pancake Breakfast (Joe McIntyre), copied and pasted from text

- Really strong attendance and the event went well (no hiccups!)

- Making notes for next year, including 9-10 am is the busiest time, prepare for

250-300ish people and not as many GF pancakes needed

- Yolk provided the pancake batter and Fairgrounds provided the coffee - good feedback on

both

- Also, composting during the event went well, although next year we should have someone

standing at the trash area (all of the items used for eating were compostable, which was great!)

Student Pictures (Brenna Brown), copied and pasted from email

Pre-K Picture Day + Retake Day (K-4th) - Wed 11/9/22

Pre-K picture day and Retake Day (all grades) is Wed, Nov 9th. Email your child's

teacher to let them know your child needs retakes. On Wed 11/9, make sure your child brings the



VAN GOGH photo envelope to school and returns it to the photographer (if they had their picture

taken in Oct).  There will be a pre-K (only) retake day in December.

Willard Dance (Anne Cheronis, Liz West), via Anna

Planning has begun. We do unfortunately need to move the date of the dance because

both chairs are unavailable on the December date. The date proposed in February will not

work due to it being so close to Family Reading Night. Anna will discuss.

12. Old News

13. New News

14. Adjournment at 0940

***  Next meeting, Thursday December 1st,  8:45am  ***


